












LESSONS LEARNED
Now that a few months have passed, we must reflect on what we’ve learned and what we 
could have done differently. In a world of climate crisis and increased frequency of natural 
disasters, the LA fires force our Chinatown community to think about disaster response and 
preparedness. How can we be more prepared for the next natural disaster to breach our 
community? 

Most organizers emphasized the need for tangible skills and suggested more formal training 
and stronger support networks.

“It’s easy to respond to a crisis because it demands your attention, but 
it’s way harder to think about emergency preparedness. It’s good that we 
did something to respond in the moment of crisis, but we would be better 
able to impact the community if we had more concrete skills and were 
able to get more organized. We need to be trained and ready to respond, 
whether it’s an eviction or man-made disaster.” 

“We need to make sure that support networks are in place so no one is 
isolated without resources in times of disaster.”

 “In the future, it’s important [that] more tenants are empowered to carry 
[out] that community response work.”

Moving forward, CCED can continue to host trainings and build skills around emergency 
preparedness that focus on empowering tenants. Part of building collective power must 
include expanding our active support networks so that we can respond effectively to crises. 
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